
1 
 

Co 



2 
 

Sea Scotland Conference 
2021 sponsors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



3 
 

Sea Scotland 2021 
Our Ocean and Society 

 

Conference background   

Our maritime heritage is key to Scotland’s economy and cultural identity and has played an important 
role in shaping our communities. But despite its significance, climate change, unsustainable fishing, 
industrial development, and pollution have caused widespread degradation across our marine 
ecosystems, threatening the services they provide. Transformative change in how we use, manage and 
connect to our ocean, is now needed to ensure that ecosystems can recover, thrive and support society. 

Following the intertwined climate, nature and health emergencies, 2021 must bring a new beginning, 
with Scotland’s Green Recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic and a just transition journey to net 
zero.  Integral to both, we must turn the tide of ocean decline to one of ocean recovery. 

For its 6th edition, Sea Scotland 2021 was online! The conference focused on the relationship between 
communities and the oceans and reflected on the strategies and actions needed to tackle the 
intertwined nature and climate emergencies. Sea Scotland 2021 brought a clear focus to communities 
and their work at local levels in Scotland. The conference highlighted these projects and invited guests 
and attendees to reflect on them in the context of four key themes: Ocean Recovery, Circular Economy, 
Just Transition, Ocean Literacy. 
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Summary Outcomes 
 

 

• We live on Planet Ocean. Our Seas are under pressure like never before, but they can 

recover! 

• Communities are essential to deliver restoration of the marine environment. Citizen-

science programmes promote ocean stewardship, help building community networks, 

and can support evidence-based policy marking.  

• Moving towards a Circular Economy implies considering all materials. It is vital to re-

programme our economy to extract less from the planet, re-use what we have already 

taken, and reduce our waste.  

• It is essential to recognise the skills within communities (e.g. net mending in fisheries). 

Any policy that is introduced at a government level should not discredit the existing 

work on the ground. The repair networks that exist at this level could inform and drive 

Circular economy. 

• The Just Transition in Scotland is a unique case, with the existence of a Just Transition 

Commission  

• The process of the transition is as important as the output. A Just transition should 

include human dimensions (e.g. supporting a diverse blue economy, address labour 

market inequalities, support social resilience and biodiversity, ensure equality of 

access to services and be inclusive) 

• The Just Transition should empower communities in the process! Projects such as 

offshore windfarms need to incorporate local visions and provide long-term economic 

benefits for host communities, addressing social inequalities and fuel poverty.  

• Ocean Literacy is a relatively new concept that focusses on shifts in attitudes, 

communication with others and behaviour change.  

• Ocean Literacy is a journey from knowledge to behaviour change. It implies engaging 

communities in active change, and demand practitioners and scientists to have a 

meaningful impact role, to be pro-active and creative in sharing the messages. 

•  It is essential for practitioners and scientists to be more inclusive in the ways they 

consider the sea and how communities connect to it. Even small experiences can bring 

big change. It is crucial to be open and respectful of the values ocean may have for 

different people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/groups/just-transition-commission/
https://www.gov.scot/groups/just-transition-commission/
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Sessions summaries 
 

Conference Opening: Lucy Greenhill, Howell Marine 
Consultant 

 

 

This year is crucial for our ocean, at a global level, being the year of the UN Convention on 

Biological Diversity intercessional (COP15) and the start of the UN Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainable Development and UN Decade of Ecosystem Restoration.  

The crucial COP 26 climate summit will also take place in Glasgow later this year, where 

the eyes of the world will be on Scotland and the actions we take to promote the role of the 

environment, including our ocean, in supporting solutions to the climate emergency.  

This global context is reflected at a national level, with 2021 being Scotland’s extended Year of 

Coasts and Waters. It is a celebration of our freshwater and maritime heritage and an 

opportunity to highlight how we can all contribute to environmental enhancement. Policies 

across the Scottish Government address key issues such as blue economy, just transition and 

green recovery. 

 

Before engaging with speakers and guests, Sea Scotland 2021 joined the Ullapool Sea Savers 

for a virtual dive! 

 

 

Check out the Ullapool Sea Savers film HERE 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=STBmJREYxKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=STBmJREYxKE
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Session 1- Ocean Recovery 
 

“The Argyll Coast and Islands Hope Spot”, Philip Price – Wildlife Photographer and 
Founder of Loch Visions 

 

Philip has over a decade of experience in wildlife photography. He is a board member of CROMACH, Trustee 

of Heart of Argyll wildlife Organisation, founding member of Friends of the Sound of Jura and one of the 

team of photographers working on Scotland: The Big Picture.  

Key messages:  

•  Dr Sylvia Earle, founder of Mission Blue Hope Spot, set up the hope spot process to give local 

people hope that they can improve biodiversity in the local area. Hope spots are special places 

that are scientifically identified as critical to the health of the ocean. 

•  The Argyll Coast and Islands Hope spot hosts critically endangered and nationally important 

species, including the flapper skate and significant numbers of seabirds. The rich and diverse 

habitats throughout the Argyll region make the Hope Spot particularly important for protecting 

biodiversity. 

•  Hope spots must be a community-led movement. They offer an opportunity for communities and 

nature to work together harmoniously.  

•  It is also a key for local businesses. The label of Hope Spot can be utilised in tourism as a powerful 

tool.  It also helps creating dialogue with industry and the government.  

 

The Community-led Marine Biodiversity Monitoring Project”, Madlaina Michelotti, 
Community-led Marine Monitoring Project Officer – NatureScot 

 

Maddy is the project officer for the community-led Marine Biodiversity Monitoring Project. Before joining 

this project, she worked for the Clyde Marine Planning Partnership for a couple of years. Her role was 

diverse with a focus on policy development and stakeholder engagement, including engagement with 

coastal communities across the Clyde.  

Key messages:  

•  The Community-led Marine Biodiversity Monitoring Project aims to empower communities and local 

groups to survey and monitor inshore waters. The objectives are to connect people with Scotland’s 

seas through participation, and to co-produce a resource that enables communities to undertake 

marine biodiversity monitoring and surveying in Scotland.  

•  Key achievements include: community-led Marine Biodiversity Monitoring  handbook , Virtual survey 

training tool, Community Marine Biodiversity Monitoring Equipment Fund, Community-led data 

journey and data collection.  

•  The project supports ocean recovery by promoting ocean stewardship and building community 

networks, increasing knowledge of habitats/species, monitoring changes to the marine environment, 

developing skills and empowering communities.   

 

 

https://www.lochvisions.co.uk/
https://douniebay.wordpress.com/
https://douniebay.wordpress.com/
https://mission-blue.org/about/
https://argyllhopespot.scot/
https://www.nature.scot/communitymarinesurvey
https://www.nature.scot/funding-and-projects/community-led-marine-biodiversity-monitoring-project/marine-monitoring-handbook
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“Seawilding – Native Oyster and Seagrass Restoration”, Lucy Walsh and Will Goudy – 
Seawilding 

 

Lucy and Will are members of Craignish Restoration of Coastal and Marine Habitat (CROMACH), a 

community group based around Loch Craignish, Argyll.  The group was established to give voice to local 

people to help bring about effective marine management. 

Key messages:  

•  Loch Craignish is an ideal oyster habitat. It is situated outside the Loch Sunart, an MPA for flapper 

skate. There is a high prevalence of PMFs in the Loch including, flapper skate eggs, seagrass, northern 

sea ferns, and maerl. 

•  Following a pilot project conducted by CROMACH in 2020, the charity Seawilding was formed and 

secured a National Lottery Heritage Fund grant for a five-year project to grow up to 1 million juvenile 

native oysters to restore the natural beds. The project aims to develop community-owned 

sustainable native oyster fisheries and empower communities to be more active stakeholders in 

fisheries management of inshore waters.  

•  60,000 oysters were released in October 2020. After three months, they shown excellent growth. In 

spring 2021, oysters are doing well with low mortality and 5grams of growth during the spring 

months.  

•  Long-term goals include the release of another 100,000 oysters, continue surveying and data 

collection. Seawilding is also involved in a seagrass restoration programme, in partnership with 

Project Seagrass and SAMS.  

 

Q&A Outcomes  
 

Setting up a restoration project. Seawilding has created a template which should assist in streamlining the 

process for similar initiatives going forward. Setting up recovery projects should become easier with time.  

 

Adequate resourcing and funding are a barrier. There is a need to look towards corporate investment. It is 

also essential to understand how to value blue carbon and biodiversity. Top-down help would streamline 

the process for projects and easing establishment. Funds such as the Scottish Marine Environmental 

Enhancement Fund, driven by Scottish Wildlife Trust and RSPB are key resources. 

 

The key to creating strong coastal community voices in Scotland. Media outputs, such as Blue Planet, have 

engaged more people in the conversation and helped to drive and strengthen community voices. 

Community-led projects strengthen the community voice by providing direct action for people to become 

involved with. Political will is poor, which can cause frustration for communities, whereas projects like 

those discussed in session 1 offer a chance to act directly.  

 

Relationships with the fishing industry: No conflict was reported. The voice of future generations in 

fisheries is not being considered at all. We need to incorporate this voice into discussions going forward.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.communitiesforseas.scot/community-groups/craignish-restoration-marine-coastal-habitat-cromach/
https://www.seawilding.org/
https://www.seawilding.org/seagrass-project
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Session 2 Circular Economy  
 

Julien Moreau, co-founding Director of Plastic@Bay 
 

Julien Moreau was born in Dakar (Senegal), where he formed very strong bonds with the Ocean and its 

inhabitants. After a first postdoc, he took a geophysics postdoc position in Aberdeen (NE Scotland), that's 

where he discovered the Scottish Highlands and the NW coast. Julien moved to Durness, the very tip of 

NW Scotland. Shocked by the amount of plastic pollution in the area, with Joan d'Arcy they created 

Plastic@Bay, a circular economy non-profit company aiming at tackling plastic pollution. 

Key messages:  

•  Plastic@Bay aims to use circular economy to tackle ocean plastic. The project started as a beach 

cleaning group. They observed that most plastic arriving on shore was either buried or send to the 

skip. When recycled, a significant part of waste is actually shipped abroad.  

•  Plastic@Bay wants to break the cycle by developing affordable ocean plastic solutions for recycling. 

The organisation encourages local communities to recycle their own waste, being actors and 

defending their own environment. 

 

Laura Young, aka Less Waste Laura 
 

Activist, environmentalist, zero waste advocate and sustainability graduate, Laura Young, aka Less Waste 

Laura lives an environmentally conscious and as close to zero waste lifestyle as possible, advocating for 

environmental education around the steps we can all take to tackle the big environmental issues. Laura 

currently works for the international development charity, Tearfund, as their Scotland COP26 Advocacy 

and Campaigns Coordinator. 

Key messages:  

•  Laura advocates for living a sustainably conscious lifestyle and encourages everyone to live more 

sustainably, with less waste.  

•  Everyone has a role to play, from Individual actions to petitions, expertise from grassroots 

organisations. It is essential to look at how people can influence movements and how we can 

make change. 

 

Kate Chambers Senior Consultant at Resources Futures and Board Trustee of 2050 
Climate Group 

 

Kate is a Board Trustee with the 2050 Climate Group. She has been an active volunteer with the youth-led 

climate charity since 2017, supporting with branding, communications and growing the charity's network. 

Over the past few years, Kate has been an integral part of the operational team delivering 2050 Climate 

Group’s flagship Young Leaders Development Programme. In her day job, Kate is a Senior Consultant at 

Resource Futures, with experience working on projects related to circular economy, reuse and recycling, 

marine litter. plastics, and behaviour change. 

Key messages:  

https://www.plasticatbay.org/?v=79cba1185463
https://www.lesswastelaura.com/
https://www.lesswastelaura.com/
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•  2050 Climate Group empowers 18-25 young people to take climate action. The group encourage 

young people to imagine and work towards a better future for all.  

•   As consultant at Resource Futures, Kate focusses on research into fishing and aquaculture sector, 

specifically looking at use and management of complex gear and equipment in these sectors.  

•  Kate is fascinated by the informal repair and reuse across these sectors. Her work is to understand 

how that can be encouraged and, where there are barriers to recycling and safe disposal, to improve 

management of waste at end of life. 

Phoebe Cochrane, Sustainable Economics Officer – Scottish Environment LINK 
 

Phoebe leads on the Circular Economy for a Fairer Footprint project, focussing on seeking reductions in 

Scotland’s environmental footprint and influencing debate around creating a more circular economy for 

Scotland.  Working closely with the LINK network and others, Phoebe’s role involves policy development, 

building alliances for progressive economics, and direct advocacy and communications with key 

stakeholders and decision-makers.   

Key messages:  

•  Our current economic model is largely linear -we take goods, use and discard them, with only a small 

proportion recycled. We need to turn to circular economy, where the goods are produced to last with 

minimum pollution associated, are used for as long as possible and use component parts again and 

again.  

•  ScotLINK campaigns for a strong circular economy bill on Scotland. A strategic approach to reduce 

overall consumption of raw materials is crucial. 

Panel Discussion Outcomes 
 

Circular Economy in fisheries and aquaculture. There is a lot of focus on abandoned gear in the marine 

environment. While this is a serious issue, the fishing communities are very aware of this problem and are 

working hard to address this problem within their communities. We are lacking initiatives for recycling this 

gear once retrieved. Netting is one of the areas where there is a solution. Nylon nets have high value. 

Unfortunately, no domestic use so this is sent to Europe. This conversation is very different from single-

use plastics as the gear is built for durability. Blended plastics are used, often with a weighted material 

integrated inside. The labour required to recycle is extensive and has deterred uptake of recycling 

initiatives. 

The importance of individuals as consumers in driving change in the Circular Economy. Driving passion for 

protection of the marine environment is important to empower people and drive change (e.g., ‘Blue Planet 

effect’ driving the plastic bag bans). Individuals need to hold others and the government to account. As 

individuals we have a responsibility to demand better from companies and product manufacturers. 

Empowering communities. Empowering and enhancing confidence in young people is vital. We also need 

to recognise the skills within communities such as net mending skills in fishing communities. Any policy 

that is introduced at a government level should not discredit the existing work on the ground. The repair 

networks that exist at this level could inform and drive circular economy. 

Is circular economy expensive?  We don’t currently pay the true cost (the environmental impacts) with the 

linear economy. The consumer currently bears a cost that doesn’t reflect the true cost of creating the 

product. Other countries often bear the environment/social costs of the product. We need to move 

backwards to become circular. Returning to repairing/re-using. This isn’t a costly approach. We all need to 

consume less and use products for longer which, in the long-term, is cheaper. 

https://www.2050.scot/
https://www.resourcefutures.co.uk/
https://www.scotlink.org/link-campaigns/a-circular-economy-for-a-fairer-footprint/
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Session 3 - Just Transition 
 

Natalie Palmer, Partnership Manager – Moray Firth Coastal Partnership 
 

As Partnership Manager for the Moray Firth Coastal Partnership (MFCP), leading on stakeholder 

engagement, community consultation activities and partnership working, Natalie utilises a collaborative 

approach in her work. This includes working to conserve the coastal environment, supporting local 

initiatives and promoting the sustainable use of our seas. This is a critical time for the region, given the 

offshore windfarm developments and the North of Scotland Hydrogen Programme proposal. 

Key messages: 

•  MFCP focusses on environment as well as social and economic factors. The area is home to important 

habitats and species: SAC (1996) bottlenose dolphin population and subtidal sandbanks; SPA (2020) 

Helmsdale to Portsoy covering a number of estuaries, protecting a number of seabirds; MPA of the 

southern trench. 

•  The wind farm opened in June 2019. Compensation was offered during the preparatory work, but 

there is no continued compensation since then. Fisheries moved into other areas causing tensions 

and the ‘Creel wars’. 

•  Marine renewables require large areas for designation which forces fisheries to operate elsewhere. 

There is a need to work on the exploration of multiple activities within areas (e.g., fisheries and 

renewables in the same area) to deliver a just transition. 

Christie Paterson, Offshore Environment Manager – Scottish Power 
 

Christie is an offshore environmental manager working for Iberdrola Offshore Renewables. In this role, 

Christie provides advice to Iberdrola’s global portfolio of offshore windfarms on how to reduce and monitor 

potential environmental impacts. Additionally, Christie sits on industry level policy and R&D forums which 

support the offshore wind industry and stakeholders to work together to develop the industry in line with 

environmental carrying capacity and net zero ambitions.  

Key messages: Three ways in which Iberdrola is contributing to Just transition. 

•  Addressing data gap – understand impact of offshore wind on the environment. E.g. the risk of 

seabirds colliding with farms. Identify and address knowledge gaps to enable offshore wind to 

reach its fullest potential, and ensure the env is not undermined in the process. 

•  Mitigating and monitoring impacts – example of the voluntary harbour porpoise project, that aims 

to understand underwater noise impact of dolphin and porpoise. It is important to note we 

established expert advisory panel.  

•  Environmental restoration: Iberdrola recently established the Marine Biodiversity Enhancement 

Fund.  

Shona Turnbull, Marine Planner – Orkney Island Council 
 

Shona is a marine planner, working on preparing the Regional Marine Plan for Orkney. She previously 

worked on a State of the Environment Assessment as the first step towards regional marine planning in 

Orkney. The previous 10 years were spent developing marine policy, determining marine-related planning 

applications and coastal strategy for the Highland Council.  

https://morayfirth-partnership.org/
https://www.scottishpower.com/pages/scottishpower_foundation_marine_biodiversity_fund.aspx
https://www.scottishpower.com/pages/scottishpower_foundation_marine_biodiversity_fund.aspx
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Key messages: 

• Orkney planning is driven by innovation, research and development; Climate change ready; 
Thriving economy; An outstanding environment and our quality of life; Sustainable communities. 
Orkney has a strong local commitment to change.  

• Despite being an area with some of the greatest resources for wind, wave and tidal energy, the 
islands receive the most adverse environmental impacts and are hotspots for fuel poverty, 
paying the highest prices for the energy – is this just? 

• It is crucial for communities to receive long-term economic benefits to build, operate and 
maintain the developments. 

 

Sandy Kerr, associate professor and Director of Heriot-Watt University’s International 
Centre for Island Technology (ICIT) 

 

Dr Sandy Kerr is an associate professor and Director of Heriot-Watt University’s International Centre for 

Island Technology (ICIT) based in Orkney. ICIT is a multidisciplinary unit concerned with the sustainable 

management of the sea.  Dr Kerr is an economist interested in the distribution of benefits from renewable 

energy, and the allocation of rights in the marine environment.  Living and working in Orkney he has been 

able to observe the intensification of use of the sea and the benefits that renewable energy can bring to a 

rural community. 

Key messages:  

• Community ownership. The dominance of private ownership on the land occurs frequently as 
land it is generally privately owned. 

• Historic process of enclosure. Scotland 50% of land is owned by 432 people. The Land Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2003 introducing the Right to Buy land. 

• We are not discussing how people feel about increasing public rights at sea, but instead 
increasing the amount of private. It is important that we don’t end up in the same place as the 
land. 

Panel Discussion Outcomes 
 

Linkages between land-use and marine planning. There are not enough linkages between land-use and 

marine planning. Hopefully, this will improve through the development of Regional Marine Plans and the 

use of community marine planning partnerships to increase community involvement. There is a divide 

between land and marine planning, but the two impact one another and need to be more integrated.  

Marine Spatial planning has a huge role to play, particularly for the renewables sector and the ongoing 

seabed leasing process with the Crown Estate of Scotland. It is important to get the powerful process of 

MSP/EIAs and SEAs at the beginning of the renewables sector right. Conflicts with fisheries are dealt with 

at the EIA process. Strengthening this point will assist with the just transition process. 

Including communities in the Just Transition. It is crucial to include the community in the process from the 

beginning. We need to understand how to incorporate natural capital within planning. There is often a 

preference given towards industry, rather than the public needs. Primary legislation in the 1970s gave 

power to communities in the oil industry. The government was brave enough to do this then, and we need 

to see this today. 

 

https://www.hw.ac.uk/uk/schools/energy-geoscience-infrastructure-society/research/iles/icit.htm
https://www.hw.ac.uk/uk/schools/energy-geoscience-infrastructure-society/research/iles/icit.htm
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Session 4 – Ocean Literacy 
 

Sue Ranger, Social Science Lead – Marine Conservation Society 
 

Sue Ranger is the Social Science Lead at the Marine Conservation Society and has worked at the charity in 

a variety of roles since 2001. She works as part of the Marine CoLABoration, a group experimenting with a 

holistic understanding of the value of our ocean and also with We Are Ocean, a collective working to 

improve collaboration, diversity and innovation among people working on ocean literacy in the UK and 

beyond. 

Key messages: 

•  We Are Ocean Collective emerged five years ago to support the mainstreaming of ocean literacy. 

The project grew from a shared recognition that ocean literacy needs a more joined up approach 

to impact change.  

•  We Are Ocean catalysed a lot of projects and people. With time, the size and diversity of the 

collective grew.  

•  We Are Ocean is a distributed network, representing a shift from a centralised approach and 

hierarchical way of working towards something new. The way we organise ourselves has a direct 

impact on what we work on. 

 

Rebecca Plant, Project Officer Scotland – Fauna&Flora International 
 

Rebecca is the Project Officer for FFIs marine community support project, facilitating the Coastal 

Communities Network.  The Coastal Communities Network (CCN) is a collaboration of locally focused 

community groups, guided by the belief that coastal communities across Scotland are well placed to 

harness long-term solutions to ensure healthy, well-managed seas. Working together, the aim of the CCN 

is to better connect coastal communities across Scotland in order to share community knowledge and 

expertise.    

Key messages:  

•  FFI works with local communities supporting them to develop their own restoration.  

•  Scotland established an MPA network, but voices of coastal communities were traditionally left 

unheard. There was no mechanism for community co-management. 

•  The Coastal Community Network actively engages on issues that matter to communities such as 

management of fishing inshore, salmon aquaculture, kelp dredging. Communities are recognised 

as valued stakeholders. Their local knowledge and experience key.  

 

Sadie Gorvett, Community Engagement Officer – RSPB Scotland 
 

Sadie is RSPB Scotland’s Community Engagement Officer for North East Scotland. For the past 3 years, her 

role has focused on managing Dolphinwatch, a partnership project with Aberdeen City Council and Whale 

and Dolphin Conservation which started in 2013. It aimed to engage locals and visitors to Aberdeen City 

with its amazing marine wildlife, in particular the bottlenose dolphins, and inspire them to take action to 

protect the marine environment.  

Key messages: 

https://weareocean.blue/
https://www.communitiesforseas.scot/
https://www.communitiesforseas.scot/
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•  The RPSB Dolphinwatch project aims to engage people with wildlife on their doorstop, and to 

inspire them to take action to protect it. Dolphins are very charismatic species and a good way to 

engage people with the ocean discussions we want them to be involved in. 

•  The project was done through seasonal viewing at Torrey Battery, events and schools programmes 

to inspire people and encourage more engagement! 

•  The project is coming to an end this year and showed that there is a need and an appetite for more 

programmes like this.  

Siobhan Moran, Community Engagement Officer – Hebridean Whale and Dolphin 
Trust 

Siobhan works with communities and visitors across Scotland’s West coast to inspire and inform them 

about the diversity species found in our seas. Siobhan delivers training and support to empower local 

communities to engage with marine conservation and help build Scotland’s wildlife tourism sector in a 

responsible and sustainable way. She encourages participation in citizen science programmes so that 

everyone can get involved and help us better understand the health of our seas. 

Key messages:  

•  Scotland’s West coast has fantastic marine wildlife. Hebridean whales, dolphin and porpoises are 

an indicator of the overall health of the marine environment. They are also charismatic and a great 

way to get people care about our oceans. 

•  People are a huge part of HWDT. They conserve Hebridean whales, dolphin and porpoise through 

inspirational education, community knowledge experience and meaningful engagement. HWDT 

advocacy is largely based on scientific evidence and the data they collect. They do so by 

championing citizen-science! 

•  HWDT also supports marine wildlife tourism, with a network of whale-watching sites, The 

Hebridean whale trail. It provides communities with a way to celebrate what is so special about 

their area. 

Q&A Outcomes  
 

Being more inclusive in the water narrative. People do care about the environment, even in urban areas. 

The question we should ask ourselves is “where is people’s water?” It can be a canal or a shower. We need 

to be as inclusive in the water narrative as we can. If we presuppose people value ocean for a particular 

reason, we might suppose ocean literacy and conservation sit together. But, when taking a value-based 

approach, we realise that people value the ocean for different ways. We need to be open and respectful 

of that rather than narrowly focussed on one take. 

Engaging with people during holidays can encourages action back at home. We don’t need everyone doing 

everything perfectly. If it catalyses small changes, it is already positive! Experiences will have positive 

impacts overall even if they seem little. Connections need to be made where people live. Making 

connections between daily life and health of ocean are important. 

 
The Covid pandemic was a huge learning curve for organisations. They had to find innovative ways to 
engage with people and have been able to reach a larger audience by going online for some events.  
 
Orcas on the West Coast of Scotland: It was historically a very large and healthy population that was 
widespread. They are now at best 8 left and only seen 2 of them. We know from genetics they are incredibly 
inbred. The 9th member washed up and had died due to entanglement. The National museum of Scotland 
and CSIP undertook an autopsy - she was the most polluted marine mammal in the world, with the highest 
concentration of PCBs in the world. PCBs were banned 80s/90s in UK but remain prevalent in the marine 
environment.  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/dolphinwatch/
https://whaletrail.org/
https://whaletrail.org/
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Sea Scotland 2021 was also… 
 

Social media takeover by young people!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Interactive activities and a Padlet board! 
 

The full Padlet board 

is available on Sea 

Scotland Website 

  

 

http://www.seascotland.scot/wp/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Sea-Scotland-Padlet-board-main.pdf
http://www.seascotland.scot/wp/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Sea-Scotland-Padlet-board-main.pdf
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Thank you all for joining us, we were delighted to  

celebrate World Ocean’s Day together!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


